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#28  THE CONFESSIONAL READING  

FROM THE LARGE CATECHISM 
 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
 

THE THIRD COMMANDMENT: 

"THOU SHALT SANCTIFY THE HOLY DAY." 
 

Also those conceited individuals are to be similarly rebuked who 

when they have heard one or two sermons turn up their noses at any 

more, imagining that they now know it all and need no more 

instruction.  That is precisely the sin that has always been counted 

among the deadly sins and was called acedia, that is, apathy or 

indifference, a malignant, destructive plague with which the devil 

bewitches and deceives in order to take us unawares and steal the 

Word of God away from us again.  

Be sure to get this: even if you knew the Word of God through and 

through and had mastered everything, yet all your days are spent in the 

devil's territory, and he rests neither day nor night from stealthily 

trying to sneak up and kindle in your heart unbelief and evil thoughts 

against all the commandments.  Therefore you must at all times have 

the Word of God in your heart, on your lips, and in your ears.  But 

where the heart remains unmoved and the Word does not resound, 

there the devil breaks in and does his damage before one realizes it.  

On the other hand, when we sincerely ponder, hear, and apply the 

Word, it has such power that its fruit never fails.  The Word always 

awakens new understandings, new delights, and a new spirit of 

devotion, and it constantly cleanses our heart and our thinking.  For 

here are not limp and lifeless words, but words that are alive and move 

to living action.  And even if no other benefit or need drove us into the 

Word, everyone should be impelled by the fact that our using the 

Word shows the devil the door and drives him away, besides the fact 

that it fulfills this commandment and pleases God more than the glitter 

of any work of hypocrisy. 



 

Old Testament:  Hosea 13:14 KJV 
[14] I will ransom them from the power of the 

grave; I will redeem them from death: O death, I 

will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy 

destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine 

eyes. 
 

Epistle:  Ephesians 6:10-17 KJV 
[10] Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, 

and in the power of his might.  [11] Put on the 

whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 

stand against the wiles of the devil.  [12] For we 

wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 

principalities, against powers, against the rulers of 

the darkness of this world, against spiritual 

wickedness in high places.  [13] Wherefore take 

unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be 

able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 

all, to stand.  [14] Stand therefore, having your 

loins girt about with truth, and having on the 

breastplate of righteousness; [15] And your feet 

shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 

[16] Above all, taking the shield of faith, 

wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery 

darts of the wicked.  [17] And take the helmet of 

salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 

word of God: 
     



 

Gospel:  John 4:46-54 KJV 
[46] So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, 

where he made the water wine. And there was a 

certain nobleman, whose son was sick at 

Capernaum.  [47] When he heard that Jesus was 

come out of Judaea into Galilee, he went unto 

him, and besought him that he would come down, 

and heal his son: for he was at the point of death.  

[48] Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see 

signs and wonders, ye will not believe.  [49] The 

nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down ere my 

child die.  [50] Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; 

thy son liveth. And the man believed the word 

that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his 

way.  [51] And as he was now going down, his 

servants met him, and told him, saying, Thy son 

liveth.  [52] Then inquired he of them the hour 

when he began to amend. And they said unto him, 

Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.  

[53] So the father knew that it was at the same 

hour, in the which Jesus said unto him, Thy son 

liveth: and himself believed, and his whole house.  

[54] This is again the second miracle that Jesus 

did, when he was come out of Judaea into Galilee. 
 

 


